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Abstract: Clinical evaluations are essential for research and development of assistive products. This study aimed to grasp
the current status of ethics in publishing regarding scientific journals in Japan. Contribution rules, instructions for authors
for submitting papers to scientific journals published by academic societies in Japan were surveyed. The survey was
conducted referring to a database of academic societies in Japan, named “GAKKAI MEIKAN”, run by Science Council of
Japan, Japan Science and Technology Agency, and Japan Science Support Foundation. 1,233 academic journals of 1,051
academic societies were surveyed. It was proved that 164 journals (13.3%) require authors to obtain permissions of IRB.
There were some descriptions about ethics in information for authors of 144 journals (11.7%). Regarding journals in the
field of physical science and engineering only seven journals (2.5%) required permissions of IRB and nine journals (3.2%)

referred to ethical considerations.
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Table 1 Ethics in journal publishing in academic fields
(number of journals)
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Table 3 Ethics in journal publishing in the field of life sciences
(number of journals)

. - No
Permission Description -
- description | Unknown
of IRB about ethics about ethics
Humanities
h 3 23 305 87
and Social 0.7% 5.5% 73.0% 20.8%
Sciences
. . 154 112 211 53
Life Sciences 29.1% 21.1% 39.8% 10.0%
ggﬁ:gzla”d 2 50/7 3 203 53724:;/9 7 020/0
Engineering 070 7 7 70
Total 164 144 765 160
13.3% 11.7% 62.0% 13.0%

Permission of IRB: Permissions of IRB were required.

Description about ethics: There were some descriptions about ethics in
information for authors.

No description about ethics: There was no description about ethics in
information for authors.

Unknown: Information for authors could not be surveyed.

Table 2 Ethics in journal publishing in the field of physical
science and engineering (number of journals)

Description No
Pe(:mgsgon about dezcbr:)%ttlon Unknown
ethics ethics
Eoviroamental : : 21 0
0, 0, 0, 0,

Science 4.3% 4.3% 91.3% 0.0%

Mathematical 0 0 9 0

Sciences 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%

. 0 0 4 1

Physics 0.0% 0.0% 80.0% 20.0%

Earth and 2 1 33 2

Planetary Science 5.3% 2.6% 86.8% 5.3%

Informatics 2 0 17 0

10.5% 0.0% 89.5% 0.0%

Chemistry 1 3 26 3

3.0% 9.1% 78.8% 9.1%
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Engineering 0.0% 3.4% 81.4% 15.3%

Mechanical 1 0 28 0

Engineering 3.4% 0.0% 96.6% 0.0%

e o Al w0

. h 0.0% 4.8% 95.2% 0.0%
Engineering

Civil

. . 0 1 21 3
Engineering/

Architecture 0.0% 4.0% 84.0% 12.0%

Materials 0 0 22 2

Engineering 0.0% 0.0% 91.7% 8.3%

No
Permission | Description | description
of IRB about ethics about Unknown
ethics

Basic 5 7 31 8

Biology 9.8% 13.7% 60.8% 15.7%

Applied 1 5 10 1

Biology 5.9% 29.4% 58.8% 5.9%

. 1 11 68 8

Agriculture 1.1% 12.5% 77.3% 9.1%

. 3 2 1 0

Food Science 50.0% 33.3% 16.7% 0.0%

Basic 17 13 17 6

Medicine 32.1% 24.5% 32.1% 11.3%

Clinical 74 49 49 22

Medicine 38.1% 25.3% 25.3% 11.3%

E‘e’?‘l"?” Lifé 30 920/1 27 9%? 38 2%/6 2 90/2

Science 7 70 70 70

Dentistr: 23 2 5 6

y 63.9% 5.6% 13.9% 16.7%

Pharmaceutic 9 4 4 0

al Science 52.9% 23.5% 23.5% 0.0%
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